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“And the Word 
Was Made Flesh” 


By Clara Aiken Speer 


CAN reach men, for they are on 
My level, look into their eyes, 

And touch their hands, and hear their words, 
And join their laughter and their sighs. 


But men are not enough. I want 
Someone who more than man is kind 
And wise and worthy of all trust, 
One to be worshiped and enshrined. 
Sd 


I think of God, but He is far 

Beyond my reach, beyond my view. 
I yearn for one infinitely 

Above me, but beside me, too. 


And then I read that God once dwelt 
Within a body like my own ; 

That what God is, and man may hope 
Dimly to be, in Him were shown. 


And I in gladness thus behold 

My paradoxic hope fulfilled ; 

In One who was a babe, a lad, 
But still the God whose. power had willed 


The world, the stars ; who knew the pull 
Of sin, but not its stain ; who trod 

Earth’s dusty roads, but in Himself 
Was a shining road that leads to God. 


O strange God-man, I find in Thee 
The song to which my heart is keyed. 
Mysterious, yet I know Thee real, 
For only Thou canst fill my need. 


Mistaken Dependence 
Independence is a good thing, and so 
is dependence — but we may make the 
mistake of going too far in either of 
hese directions. Christian young people, 
having experienced the joy of full sur- 
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render to the Lord and then learning, 
in new ways, that he does indeed meet 
every need that they cannot meet for 
themselves, are sometimes led to go be- 
yond God’s will in expecting Him to 
meet temporal needs that He would have 
them meet for themselves. A _ conse- 
crated Christian woman who has had 
large experience in such matters said to 
a friend recently, in comment on the case 
of oné who had received considerable 
financial help and who was disappointed 
in not having it continued: “I think it 
does us all good not to be too dependent 
on others for too long a period of time.” 
This is sanctified common sense, and 
Scriptural... Paul had every right to be 
taken care of financially by those he 
served spiritually—but much of the 
time he would not permit this. He 
touches on it repeatedly in his Letters, 
as when he wrote: “Neither did we 
eat any man’s bread for nought; but 
wrought with labour and travail night 
and day, that we might not be charge- 
able to any of you” (2 Thess. 3:8). There 
are times when God wants us to be cared 
for by others, and there are times when 
he wants us to provide for ourselves. 


% 


, a | ea easy s 
wTy, Vv owae 


The Blessing of Crises 

Crises are often terrifying. They 
sometimes close in upon us with startling 
unexpectedness, and we know not which 
way to turn. But when any crisis comes, 
the first direction in which God wants 
us to turn is—to Himself. No crisis has 
ever taken God unexpectedly or unpre- 
pared. A consecrated Christian man has 
written to a friend: “Within the com- 
pass of these past three months we have 
been deeply tested. In a recent hour of 
distress one ran into a deal of comfort 
in George Mueller’s word, ‘Crises permit 
critical delivery.’ ‘Great deliverance 
giveth He.’” So every unexpected crisis 
is an opportunity for unexpected bless- 
ing. We never could know the full 
meaning of God’s great love and power 
without crises that are too much for us. 
If we are in the midst of one now, or if 
one confronts us later, let us lift up our 
hearts in the prayer of a king of Judah 
when a mighty enemy came against him 
and his people: “O our God... we 
have no might against this great com- . 
pany that cometh against us; neither 
know we what to do: but our eyes are 
upon thee” (2 Chron. 20:12). 
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What Sorrow Teaches. 


and literature is recorded in the 

eighteenth chapter of Second 
Samuel. It is the story of a king ban- 
ished from his throne by a wayward 
and wickedly ambitious son; a king 
waiting anxiously for tidings of the 
lately fought battle, in which his faith- 
ful followers had met the army of the 
son and his conspirators. How eagerly 
he inquires of those who run to bear 
him the news, not as to the outcome of 
the battle, but concerning his graceless 
yet passionately loved son: “Is the 
young man Absalom safe?” The pic- 
ture so vividly portrayed is not that of 
a triumphant king, filled with joy be- 
cause his enemies, the enemies of his 
people and of his God, had suffered de- 
feat. It is the picture of a broken- 
hearted father, so crushed by his own 
grief that he forgets his subjects and 
all responsibility to them. It seems 


C= of the saddest stories in history 


heartless to condemn David. “O my son 
Absalom!” he cries, “My son, my son 
Absalom! would God I had died for 
thee !” 

Surely our hearts go out in pity to 
this sorrowing father. But David was 
a king! He was the Lord’s anointed, 
chosen of him to lead and counsei Israel. 
Joab, the director of David’s army, by 
his timely reproof roughly rouses the 
king to a sense of his duty, and having 
been brought to the realization that a 
king must first of all be king, this 
broken-hearted father-king is persuaded 
resolutely to put aside his personal feel- 
ings and extravagant grief and begin 
again to think of and live for his sub- 
jects. 

How much richer and fuller David’s 
life became when he renounced his self- 
ish inclinations and occupied himself 
in service for others! A restored throne 
in Jerusalem, from which he had been 
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forced to flee, the love of many loyal 
hearts, and peace at last in Israel, were 
his rewards. 

Not one of us, in life’s pilgrimage, can 
escape all sorrow and grief. There 
come times of bitter trial and suffering 
to us all. Does God mean that we should 
never grieve or mourn for those whom 
in this life he has linked to our souls 
in love? Surely he who knows our 
frame, who “hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows,” understands us 
altogether and looks with compassion on 
our sorrow-torn hearts. It will comfort 
us to remember that the Lord Jesus him- 
self wept in sympathy with Mary and 
Martha. Christians are not taught to 
be stoics, unaffected by their own or 
others’ sorrows. Tears are the natural 
expression of grief, and we are exhorted 
to weep with those who weep. Yet we 
are never encouraged to continue weep- 
ing and mourning. Rather are we re- 
peatedly given encouragement to lift our 
eyes to him who binds up the broken- 
hearted and can alone give comfort. “As 
one whom his mother comforteth, so 
will I comfort you,” is the’ promise of 
our eternal God, our Refuge, whose 
everlasting arms are ready always. to 
uphold and sustain us. 

Then, with our hearts stayed on “the 
God of all comfort,” how shall we face 
the dark hours when they come? Surely 
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it cannot be in a spirit of defeat, in a 
selfish withdrawal into our .own grief, 
which will depress and discourage all 
those about us. Let it be, first of all, 
with a real belief that our heavenly 
Father doeth all things well, and that, 
even though we cannot now understand 
his dealings with us, we shall under- 
stand hereafter. Also, let us in faith 
believe that every sorrow can be turned 
into ministry, and let us, who by our 
suffering have been drawn closer to the 
loving heart of him who only can com- 
fort, learn from him the lessons of serv- 
ice he would thus teach us. If we will- 
ingly allow ourselves to be taught, we 
can become ambassadors of comfort to 
others, and can bring some of the rich- 
ness of our fellowship with the Com- 
forter to many who long for him. Not 
only shall our own hearts be filled with 
new courage and strength to meet life 
and all it holds for us;.we shall give 
courage to others, perhaps, in sore need. 
Finally, we shall be able even to give 
thanks for the sorrow which brought 
us nearer to our Lord, and gave us a 
new vision of our compassionate Saviour. 

’Tis not alone when skies are blue 

God cares for you; 

Even though there be both clouds and 

rain, 
Or hours of pain, 
His love shines through. 














2 NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Questions about the 
Sunday School 


A student at the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, Chicago, asks some important ques- 
tions about the Sunday school in a 
questionnaire recently submitted to a 
number of interested persons, including 
the Editor of THE Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs. 
The questions are given here, with the 
Times’ replies. 

Do you think that a child can have a 


well-rounded personality without re- 
ligious education? Why? 


A child can no more have a well- 
rounded personality without religious 
education than a well-rounded, healthy 
body without light, fresh air, food, and 
exercise. The beginning of religious ed- 
ucation is the Gospel of salvation. Sal- 
vation is the beginning of life. “The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom: a good understanding have all 
they that do his commandments” (Psa. 
111:10). The child or the grown person 
who does not have God and Christ at 
the center of life is “not quite bright.” 
A major in the British Army once said 
to the late-Chaplain General of the Brit- 
ish forces, Bishop Taylor Smith, “I am 
not a religious man myself, Chaplain.” 


¢ 


“Not a religious man?” exclaimed the 
Chaplain General. “Why, Major, then 
you are not all there!” And Bishop 
Taylor Smith was right. One who is 
“not all there” can hardly be called “a 
well-rounded personality.” He has no 
lasting wisdom; he is dead, not alive. 
For, “He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life” (1 John 5:12). 

Religious education begins with the 
new birth by faith in Christ as Saviour; 
then it should continue as long as we 
live by faithful, persistent study of the 
Word of God in order. to learn how to 
live after we have begun to live. 

Do you know of any existing American 


institution that could take the place of 
the Sunday school? If so, what? 


There are a number of strong, true 


-American Christian institutions that are 


doing invaluable work in religious edu- 
cation, such as our Bible institutes, suc- 
cessful plans for teaching the Bible to the 
children of our public schools; religious 
instruction in a small number of truly 
Christian day .schools. But there is,no 
existing American institution that could 
take the place of the Sunday school in 
reaching the tremendously large num- 
bers that make up its membership. It is 
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easy to point out defects and weak- 
nesses in our Sunday school, but, with 
full acknowledgment of these, the insti- 
tution stands as a unique and mighty 
factor for present and eternal blessing 
in the lives of its members. 

Perhaps the fullest, most authoritative 
study of the Sunday school as an insti- 
tution ever published is the book, “Yale 
Lectures on the Sunday School,” by the 
late H. Clay Trumbull. These lectures 
were delivered half a century ago, but 
have never been supplanted as a mine 
of rich information. Some quotations 
from the book: 

“To the school idea he [God] has as- 
signed a foremost place in the right 
workings of the Church of Christ. When- 
ever that idea is lost sight of, or ob- 
scured, the Church is a loser in its 
holding power and in its power of prog- 
ress. It is only when that idea is kept 
in due prominence that the Church has 
the possibility of filling its place and of 
doing its proper work.” 

“America has been practically saved 
to Christianity and the religion of the 
Bible by the. Sunday school. No coun- 
try has ever been held permanently to 
that religion in its perennial vitality, 
without the aid of the Sunday school 
or its substantial equivalent.” 

What is your opinion of the Sunday 
school in the light of what it has done 


and is doing for the boys and girls of 
America? 


As will be noted from the foregoing 
questions and answers, THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo.t TIMEs is convinced that the Sun- 
day school has done, and is doing more 
today, for the boys and girls of Amer- 
ica than any other Christian institution. 
It should be recognized, as has been 
pointed out before now, that the Sun- 
day school is peculiarly a place for 
Christian influence as well as for actual 
teaching. Many Sunday school teachers, 
both men and women and young people, 
who have blundered in their educational 
methods, and who would fall far short of 
meeting certain legitimate pedagogical 
tests, nevertheless have had a life-long 
influence for good on the lives of the 
members of their classes, not so much by 
what they taught verbally in class as 
by their consecrated, Christ-expressing 
lives and influence. This vital and far- 
reaching place of the Sunday school 
must not be overlooked in any study 
of religious education. 

Do you think an increase of religious 


instruction would be beneficial to our 
youth? 


There can hardly be too much re- 
ligious instruction provided it is thor- 
oughly Scriptural and Christ-centered. 
We should welcome every legitimate 
method of teaching the Bible, to day 
school pupils, in summer Bible schools, 
in large Bible classes held on week days, 
and_-in every other channel for true 
religious instruction. Our youth can- 

(Continued on page 626) 
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IV. The crisis and the process 


VICTORY IN CHRIST 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 























is the way the beloved Bible 

teacher, Dr. Griffith Thomas, de- 
scribed the life of victory. It is of vital 
importance to understand the relation- 
ship between a crisis experience which 
marks a transformation of a Christian’s 
life, and the process that follows. 

Toward the end of that blessed mis- 
sionary conference in which I met the 
Lord in a new way, the chairman asked 
me in his cheerful way whether I had 
received a blessing. To say that I had 
received a blessing seemed to me an 
entirely inadequate way of describing 
what had taken place. I do not recall 
my exact words, but I exclaimed some- 
what after this fashion: “A blessing? 
No! I have received the blessing I have 
been hungering for for years.” 

The chairman, Dr. Charles R. Watson, 
had a great gift for striking illustration, 
and he said this: “Well, you know, 
young people come to conferences year 
after year. They fill up their vessels 
and go back to their churches and young 
people’s societies. After a few weeks 
or months, the water gets low, and their 
vessels are empty. They look forward 
to the summer conference and the ex- 
pected refilling. Then one year they 
come to the conference and something 
happens. They sink a well of their 
own!” 


Exhaustless Resources 


He had described perfectly what hap- 
pened in my case. Our Lord said: “Who- 
soever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that I shall give him shall become 
in him a well [or spring] of water 
springing up unto eternal life’ (John 4: 
14). I realized that I had sunk a well 
of my own. I knew that the experience 
was not something to be depended upon. 
There was need of abiding in Christ. 
But the resources of the Christian life, 
as some one has said, are “just Jesus 
Christ.” Those resources are exhaust- 
less. 

The secret of continuance in victory, 
therefore, is to go on as we have started. 
We yielded to Christ and trusted him. 
We go on in the Christian life, yielded, 
and trusting, moment by moment. This 
is the normal life-attitude for every 
Christian. From another viewpoint, we 
yield and trust for this moment. This 
is the only moment we have. And in 
this moment we are either trusting or 
we are not. A choice Christian business- 
man who was a blessing to all with 
whom he came in contact attended Vic- 


66 A CRISIS, followed by a process,” 


Six things are named in this article 
as being vital to continuance in the 
life of victory, after one has taken 
the initial steps of surrender and 
faith. They are: 


Bible study 
Prayer 
Instant confession 
Growing in grace 
Christian service 
Christian fellowship 


This is the fourth and concluding 
article in the series on “Victory in 
Christ,” by Dr. McQuilkin, who is the 
president of Columbia Bible College. 
In the three preceding articles he dis- 
cussed: “Looking into God’s Mirror,” 
“The Mirror of Another Life,” and 
“Taking God at His Word.” The en- 
tire series, with much additional 
material, may be had for 25 cents a 
copy from Columbia Bible College, 
Columbia, S. C. 








torious Life conferences year after year. 
Finally he arranged for a conference in 
his own home church. At the close of 
the conference, I mentioned to him that 
he seemed to enjoy the conference. “En- 
joy it! This has been the most won- 
derful week of my life. I have heard 
this message over and over again. I 
have read scores of books on the sub- 
ject. But never till this week did I 
learn the secret of entering in. One 
of my favorite hymns is, ‘Moment by 
Moment I’m Kept in His Love!’ But it 
was the ‘by moment’ part that got me. 
This week I suddenly faced the fact 
that in this present moment I was either 
trusting Christ to supply all my need or 
I was not trusting him. I was in a cor- 
ner, and I made the decision that I have 
delayed making for years, and life is 
all changed.” Now that first clear real- 


‘ization of this truth does constitute a 


crisis. But we are to go on, moment by 
moment, abiding in the Lord. 


God’s Word a New Book 


The Bible had become a new book to 
me. I had learned a new secret of the 
prayer of faith. But all of this would 
avail nothing unless prayer and Bible 
study became a regular and vital part of 
life. The measure of blessing through 
the years has, therefore, varied accord- 
ing to the measure of faithfulness in 
Bible study and prayer. It has varied 
also because of other important things, 
but Bible study and prayer are essential 


to a normal, healthy Christian growth, 
and essential also to abiding in Christ. 

I do not want to give the impression 
that there has been a constant feeling 
of joy or exultation in Christian living. 
Joy is deeper than feeling. Christ was 
the man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. On the road to Gethsemane he 
gave his peace and joy to the disciples. 
We are to fellowship with his suffer- 
ings. Many times Christians may be in 
heaviness through manifold temptations. 
At such times we are tempted to dis- 
couragement and to anxiety. The ques- 
tion is, What do we do in that moment 
of discouragement? Do we meet it in 
faith, or in unbelief? Many times I have 
come to the Bible and, so far as feeling 
is concerned, have been.as dry as a stick. 
But in the new life I was not walking 
by feeling but by faith. The Bible is 
the Word of God, and in faith I come 
expecting the needed message regardless 
of feeling. 


Keeping Short Accounts 


Another thing that we were taught 
was the need of instant confession of 
sin when conviction came. This life is 
not presented as a life of sinlessness. 
There was a new sensitiveness to gin, 
and a consciousness of things that dis- 
pleased the Holy Spirit which before 
were not recognized. There was a new 
sense also of the reality of forgiveness. 
When the confession was sincere, there 
was the joy of entering into Christ’s 
cleansing and into his sufficiency to give 
victory. 

Again and again, when facjng an op- 
portunity for service or testimony, the 
discouraging thought came that, with the 
failures I had made, I should be care- 
ful about witnessing to the Lord’s vic- 
torious power. But each time the ques- 
tion came, What about this present 
moment? Am I truly yielded to the 
Lord? Is he meeting every need? Thus 
the testimony was an ever fresh and 
real testimony, because it was a testi- 
mony to the sufficiency of Christ, not of 
my own record of faithfulness. 

Another secret of continuance in vic- 
tory is growing in grace and in the 
knowledge of the Lord. We do this, of 
course, through prayer and Bible study 
and through our Christian service and 
through all our experiences. But we do 
it also by recognizing that the Lord has 
much more for us than we have ever 
entered into. We should expect that 
every day will show a growth in the 
things of God. God’s plan is not a mere 
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negative conquering of failures, but a 
positive going on in the Lord. 

Equally with prayer and Bible study, 
as a necessity for continuing in the vic- 
torious grace of our Lord, is faith-filled 
Christian service. Every Christian is 
called to witness to others. Every Chris- 
tian may be a soul-winner. Nothing is 
more conducive to Christian growth than 
eagerly seeking to win others to Christ 
and to a life of service. His plan is: 
“Be ye _ stedfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, for- 
asmuch as ye know that your labor is 
not vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). 
The secret of keeping on is “always 
dbounding,” not discouraged when we 
do not see immediate results. 

Christian fellowship, and faithfulness 
in the worship of the Lord, is another 
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means of grace. There was no such 
thing as a free-lance Christian in New 
Testament times. We are joined to 
Christ, -but we are also-joined to other 
Christians. We belong to the Body of 
Christ, composed of all true believers. 
But we should also be united with a 
local company of God’s people. This is 
God’s order, and the New Testament 
plan. Christians need to.have the fel- 
lowship, and they need to worship regu- 
larly, and they need to be under disci- 
pline in their Christian life. 

It will be seen that these suggestions 
concerning the continuance in a life of 
victory are simply the Bible instructions 
which all true Christians are to follow 
in their daily living. 

Cotumsia, S. C. 














How to Master Matthew's Gospel 
The book of Messiah, the Saviour-King, and his Kingdom 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. coumbic bivie College 














For the last three months of this year and the first three of next year thousands of 


Sunday school teachers and scholars will study the Gospel of Matthew. 


Their knowledge 


of that book will be greatly enriched by first a careful study ef, and’ then constant 
reference to this concise and interesting preview by Dr. McQuilkin. 


“ ATTHEW” means “God’s Gift,” 
M and one of the most precious 
gifts of God to his people is this 
Beginning Book of the New Covenant. 
And how much in keeping with God’s 
ways is it that the honor of writing this 
“Genesis of the New Testament,” and 
thus introducing the Son of God to gen- 
erations of eager readers, should be 
granted to a publican and sinner. How 
unlike the way in which the Jews 
would have done it! 

It should be the joy of every Sunday 
school teacher and pupil to give all zeal 
to master this book. To master Matthew 
is to have the key to understanding the 
whole Bible message. For Matthew, like 
all God’s gifts, is perfect; it is a perfect 
beginning for the New Testament, look- 
ing back to the old dispensation and 
forward to the new. 

The Purpose.—Had Matthew stated 
directly, as John did (John 20:31), the 
purpose of his Gospel, he might have 
said: “These are written that ye might 
know that: Jesus is the Messiah, the Sav- 
iour-King predicted in the Old Testa- 
ment — Emmanuel, God with us—and 
that receiving him ye might enter into 
the Kingdom; rejected by his own, he 
will come again and take the throne of 
his father David.” 


The Writer.—This Gospel, like Mark, 
hides the identity of its author, but un- 
broken tradition assigns the Gospel to 
Matthew, a Jew who is also called Levi, 
perhaps his name before he became a 


disciple. He was a despised tax-gath- 
erer, or colléctor of customs, at Caper- 
naum, under Herod Antipas (Matt. 14:1, 
2). After our Lord’s call to him, and his 
immediate response, he made a great 
feast and invited all his associates, that 
they, too, might know the Saviour; in 
his own account he makes no mention 
of himself as having given the feast 
(Matt. 9:9-13; Mark 2:13-17; Luke 5:27- 
32). 


The Date.—Some of the Fathers as- 
signed a date as early as A. D. 38 for 
the writing of Matthew, while Irenzus 
states that it was written while Paul and 
Peter were in Rome. It was certainly 
written before the destruction of Jerusa- 
Jem, and perhaps even earlier than A. D. 
60, the date assigned by many recent 
scholars. 


Its Relation to Other Gospels.—There 
is no proof that the ancient tradition that 
Matthew was written first is incorrect. 
Many schelars take for granted that 
Mark was first, and Matthew had Mark 
before him while writing. But the more 
the Gospels are studied, the more does 
each impress one as being independent, 
each following its own purpose and not 
influenced by the others. The Gospel 
narratives were spoken again and again, 
and these spoken messages would ac- 
count for the similarity in the Gospel 
records. ss 

Nearly all students have seen Matthew 
as the Gospel written from the Jewish 
viewpoint and saying: “Behold, thy 
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King” (Zech. 9:9); Mark, from the Ro- 
man viewpoint, saying: “Behold my 
servant” (Isa. 42:1); Luke, from the 
Greek viewpoint, saying: “Behold the 
man” (Zech. 6:12); John from _ the 
Christian viewpoint, saying: ‘Behold 
your God” (Isa. 40:9). It must be clearly 
kept before us, however, that in Mat- 
thew the Lord Jesus is Son of God and 
Son of man, and Servant of Jehovah, 
Messiah and Saviour, just as definitely 
as he is King, and so in all the Gospels. 

The Plan and Contents of Matthew.— 
As the life and work of our Lord may 
be thought of in three parts, the. prep- 
aration, the. ministry, the death and 
resurrection, so the four Gospels present 
the message in this way, all of them giv- 
ing major attention to the last week of 
our Lord’s life, the climax of his mis- 
sion. But in each Gospel, and notably in 
Matthew, the ministry is divided. into 
two distinct sections, thus giving a natu- 
ral fourfold division, Note the words 
“from that time,” in 4:17 and in 16:21, 
clearly marking the distinct change in 
the ministry. The four main divisions 
may be presented as follows: 


1. Preparation of the Sav- 
iour-King, and an- 
nouncement of him to 
the world. <3... 

2. Messiah’s Ministry of 
Teaching and Works: 
Proclaiming the King- 
GE ib een otek 4:17 to 16:20 

3. Ministry of the Rejected 
King (especially to 
disciples): Proclaim- 
ing and Preparing for 
ue eee 16:21 to 25:46 

4. Culmination of Ministry 
in Death, Resurrection, 
and Great Commission: 

Proclaiming salvation 
and his Second Coming 26:1 to 28:20 


1:1 to 4:16 


There are sixty or more distinct events 
or teachings in Matthew not found in 
the other Gospels. There are 20 miracles 
recorded, and though only three of them 
are peculiar to Matthew (9:27-31; 9:32, 
33; 17:24-27), the setting of the others is 
quite distinct. There are 16 parables, 
but also no less than 43 parable-similes 
or parabolic sayings, such as building on 
the rock and the sand, building a tower, 
the tree known by its fruits, and the 
like. 

The Topical Gospel.—Matthew’s group- 
ing of his subjects is a remarkable char- 
asteristic; he follows a topical plan, 
which often, though not always, ignores 
the chronology of events. In his section 
on Messiah’s Ministry he gives three 
chapters (5, 6, 7) to the Sermon on the 
Mount, the foundation principles of the 
Kingdom (a message also that was given 
at one time); in chapters 8 and 9 there 
are 10 miracles grouped together, to pre- 
sent the miracle power of the Kingdom, 
each revealing Christ in new ways; in 
chapter 10 naturally follows the King’s 
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commission to his ambassadors, which 
includes not only the commission for 
that one journey, but the principles that 
are to apply to the whole of their min- 
istry, and also for that of all the King’s 
servants to the very end. In chapters 
11 and 12 we have the response to the 
Kingdom preaching, showing how the 
message was received by John the Bap- 
tist, the favored cities, the childlike dis- 
ciples, by the Father, the Prophets, the 
Pharisees, our Lord’s mother and _ breth- 
ren. Next come the parables and the 
prophecies of the Kingdom, presented to 
both friends and foes who have utterly 
misunderstood the meaning of the King- 
dom message, and giving the prophecy 
of what is to come to the end of the 
age. In the next chapters the closing 
events of the public ministry in Galilee 
are included, all moving toward the 
crisis of the virtual rejection of the 
Kingdom and their Messiah by the rulers 
of Israel. A climax, comes in Peter’s 
great confession, the prophecy of the 
establishing of the Church, followed by 
the first definite prediction of the cross 
and the glory to follow (16;21-28), and 
the transfiguration (17:1-8). 


Matthew and the Old Testament.— 
There are more direct and indirect quo- 
tations and references to the Old Tes- 
tament in Matthew than in any other 
New Testament book, about a hundred 
of them. It is the Gospel that sets be- 
fore Jews and Christians the fact that 
all took place in fulfillment of what the 
Prophets said would come. 


Matthew the Jewish Gospel.—Salva- 
tion is from the Jews, and the whole 
Bible is Jewish. Matthew was written 
to prove to the Jews that Jesus was the 
predicted Messiah. This does not mean 
that it was written exclusively for the 
Jews, nor that the message is not for 
us in this present age. A most striking 
feature of this Jewish Gospel is the 
prominence given to Gentiles. In the 
genealogy the Gentile women Rahab and 
Ruth are mentioned; at Christ’s birth 
Gentiles worship, while the Jews are in- 
different. The beginning of the minis- 
try Matthew finds a fulfillment of the 
prophecy of the light to shine in “Gali- 
lee of the Gentiles,” and later he inter- 
prets the ministry as a fulfillment of the 
prophecy that in Christ’s Name the Gen- 
tiles would hope (12:18, 21). So. with 
many other passages, including the 
prophecies that the Kingdom would be 
taken from the Jews and given to the 
Gentiles (8:11, 12; 13:38, 47; 15:21-28; 
15: 32-39; 21:43; 24:14). The culmination 
of all is the Great Commission to make 
disciples of all the nations (28:19). 


The Gospel of Rejection—Luke may 
be thought of as the Gospel of accept- 
ance, emphasizing the glorious and 
happy things, as in the birth of our Lord, 
with the rejection note merely suggested. 
In Matthew the note of rejection is ever 
prominent, as is fitting for the Gospel 
that would show that a rejected King is 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the. prophesied King. The worship of 
the wise men prefigures the acceptance 
by the Gentiles, but along with it there 
is the enmity of Herod, the indifference 
of the Jews, the slaughter of the infants. 
Again and again the note of “with- 
drawal” is in Matthew, indicating the 
increasing opposition, culminating in the 
final conflict with the rulers in the last 
week, and climaxing in the orphan cry 
of the cross, “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?”. 

The Gospel of the King and the King- 
dom.—iIn all these striking characteris- 
tics of Matthew we have noted that the 
message from beginning to end centers 
about the Kingdom. Matthew must 
needs open with the ancestry of the 
King, following the line of kings through 
Solomon. At his birth, the wise men of 
the east come to worship the King. The 
usurping king of the Jews, Herod the 
great monster, seeks to destroy him, sur- 
mising more correctly than he knew that 
the reign of this righteous King would 
forever destroy such reigns as his. The 
Gospel message is the message of the 
Kingdom of Heaven at hand. The Ser- 
mon on the Mount presents first the sub- 
jects of the Kingdom, then the righteous- 
ness of the Kingdom, then the choice 
of the Kingdom. The sixteen parables 
of Matthew are all parables of the King- 
dom of Heaven; even the Lost Sheep, 
which does not directly refer to the 
Kingdom, illustrates the teaching just 
given that except we become as little 
children we shall not enter the King- 
dom of Heaven. When our Lord pre- 
dicts the preaching of the Gospel, it is 
“the gospel of the kingdom,” while in 
Mark it is “the gospel” (Matt. 24:14; 
Mark 13:10). 

Was this Kingdom proclaimed in Mat- 
thew different from the Kingdom of the 
other Gospels, of the Acts and Epistles? 
The expression “kingdom of heaven” oc- 
curs in Matthew thirty-three times, and 
not once in any other book in the Bible. 
This was the Rabbinic expression, carry- 
ing out the custom of the Jews to avoid 
using the name of God; it is one of the 
many indications of the Jewish charac- 
ter of Matthew. But it seems quite clear 
that this expression means the same as 
“the kingdom of God,” or “the king-~ 
dom,” “my kingdom,” “thy kingdom,” 
“everlasting kingdom,” “his kingdom.” 
In exactly parallel passages Matthew 
uses “kingdom of heaven,” while Mark, 
Luke, and John use “kingdom of God” 
(Matt. 3:2; Mark 1:15; Luke 4:43; Matt. 
11:11; Luke 7:28; Matt. 18:3; Mark 10:15; 
Luke 18:17; John 3:3, 5; and many 
others). Matthew himself also uses the 
expression “kingdom of God” five times 
(6:33; 12:28; 19:24; 21:31, 43). In one 
passage “the kingdom of heaven” is used 
in one verse, and in the next verse, re- 
ferring to the same subject, “the king- 
dom of God” is used (Matt. 19:23, 24). 
The same things are spoken again and 
again of the Kingdom of Heaven and 
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the Kingdom of God, or of one of the 
other designations. 

While this is true, it is also true that 
the Kingdom has several different mani- 
festations, and thus may be spoken of 
in different ways. When we are born 
again, we enter the Kingdom of God, 
which is equivalent to the poor in spirit 
entering the Kingdom (Matt. 5:3; Luke 
6:20), or becoming as little children. 
The preaching of the Gospel is preach- 
ing the Gospel of the Kingdom, as shown 
in the parables that prophesy the pres- 
ent age of preaching. Luke speaks of 
the Kingdom of God as being “within 
you,” not meaning that it was in the 
Pharisees, but that it was an inward 
matter of the heart. 

But the Kingdom of God is yet to be 
established on earth, when the Lord 
returns to take the throne of his father 
David. When the disciples drew near 
to Jerusalem they thought that the King- 
dom was immediately to appear on earth 
(Luke 19:11). After the resurrection 
they asked the Lord if at this time he 
would restore the Kingdom to Israel 
(Acts 1:6). This will come at the be- 
ginning of the Millennium at the return 
of our Lord. In still another sense the 
Kingdom will not come finally until 
Christ turns the Kingdom over to the 
Father (1 Cor. 15:24-28). 

When Christ proclaimed the Kingdom 
at hand, it was true that it was at hand. 
Did he mean it was at hand in case Is- 
rael accepted their Messiah and King? 
They rejected him. What would have 
happened had they accepted him? It 
may be said that in that case the Romans 
would have crucified him. But it is not. 
a profitable question. For God did not 
make his plans in view of what the Jews 
did not do, but in view of what they did. 
It was prophesied that Israel would re- 
ject: “The stone which the builders re- 
jected, the same was made the head of 
the corner” (Matt. 21:42; Psa. 118:22). 
Messiah was to be a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offense to both the houses 
of Israel (Isa. 8:14). Our Lord knew 
this from the beginning. Yet his offer 
of himself as Messiah was a genuine of- 
fer. The law and the prophets were 
until John, and from then the Kingdom 
of God was preached (Luke 16:16). This 
present age is a manifestation of the 
Kingdom, but not the final one. The 
Kingdom of God is still at hand, and 
future. Matthew makes these apparent 
contradictions plain. 

The Jews, and the disciples themselves, 
had three mistaken views regarding the 
Kingdom. They did not see the truth 
of the Sermon on the Mount and of the 
parables, also of the message to Nico- 
demus on the new birth, that there must 
be an inward change of heart. They 
were mistaken also as to the time of the 
manifestation of the Kingdom. John the 
Baptist proclaimed the Kingdom, and 
expected the grace and the judgment 
both to come in the lifetime of Messiah. 
The disciples expected the Kingdom to 
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appear immediately when they entered 
Jerusalem. They were not mistaken in 
the view that there would be an earthly 
Kingdom. Had they been, the Lord 
would surely have told them. The third 
mistake was as to the process by which 
the Kingdom was to be inaugurated. 
They were not mistaken about the King- 
dom coming like lightning. But they 
did not see that there was to be a long 
period of suffering and persecution in 
connection with proclaiming the Gospel 
before the glory would follow. 
None can understand the message of 
_Matthew, nor the message of the Bible, 
unless he give heed to the teaching con- 
cerning the second coming of Christ. 
Why were not the prophecies concerning 
the glory of Messiah fulfilled? The an- 
swer is that they are yet to be fulfilled. 
That is why our Lord in the farewell 
message in Matthew spoke concerning 
his return. The whole Gospel message, 
and the mystery of the time of waiting, 
was bound up in the truth that they 
were to expect his return in glory to 
establish his Kingdom on earth. The 
Great Commission is a commission to 
preach, with the assurance ‘that he would 
be with them till the consummation of 
the age. This present age, he told them, 
would have wars, famines, pestilences, 
earthquakes, and these things were the 
_ beginning of travail. That is, the birth 
pains are to increase in intensity at the 
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end, until there come the throes of the 
birth anguish of a new age. Our great 
work during this age is to preach the 
Gospel to all nations. Our Lord him- 
self did not know the time of his com- 
ing. He said that he told his disciples 
all that the Father had made known to 
him. How precious that he shared with 
his people this lack of knowledge of the 
times, in order that we may expectantly 
wait. 

As we close this preview of the les- 
sons in Matthew, let us go back to the 
opening verse of Matthew. Five refer- 
ences to the Old Testament are in that 
verse. And five great thrills a godly 
Jew would have as he read it: “The 
book of the generation.” Only once be- 
fore does the expression occur: “The 
book of the generations of Adam” (Gen. 
5:1). Now he is to have the book of 
the last Adam, the second man from 
Heaven!. “Jesus,” is the “Joshua,” Je- 
hovah our Saviour, for whom he has 
been waiting. “Christ,” the Messiah, the 
anointed one, eagerly looked for through 
the ages. “The son of David,” the great 
King, not Solomon, but the real Prince 
of Peace.” “Son of Abraham,” the true 
Isaac, Saviour of the world. Let us also 
enter into the glory of this One who is 
our Saviour and Lord and will yet be 
King over all the nations and the Sav- 
iour of the world. 

CoLumsia, S. C. 
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not know too much about God and Christ 
and the Word; the better they come to 
know the Lord Jesus himself, through 
religious instruction, the more useful 
will their lives be, both here and here- 
after. 


Do you think there is any connection 
between the rise of juvenile delinquency 
and the decrease of Sunday school at- 
tendance during the adolescent period? 


There can be no reasonable doubt that 
the decrease of Sunday school attend- 
ance on the part of young people, in 
recent years, has a direct and tragic 
connection with the rise of juvenile de- 
linquency. Young criminals, of which 
the number seems to be shockingly on 
the increase, do not have “a _ well- 
rounded personality.” Many of them 
might have been saved from their spir- 
itual failures and their crimes if they 
had been brought into, and kept in, the 
Sunday school. 

The Hon. Lewis L. Fawcett, Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the State of New 
York, wrote for THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times’ of February 23, 1935, an article 
entitled “A Supreme Court Justice Looks 
at the Sunday School,” in which he said: 


“During my experience of more than 
twenty-eight years on the bench I have 
passed sentence on over 8,000 persons 
convicted of crime. Very few were 
members of or attendants at any church 
or Sunday school... . 

“An attorney, convicted of forgery, 
said before going to prison, ‘My down- 
fall commenced when I left the church.’ 

“A youth of eighteen years, convicted 
of murder, said, ‘My downward career 
started when I stopped going to Sunday 
school.’ 

“Scores of young men convicted of 
crime have declared the first fatal step 
... Was leaving Sunday school. ... 

“More than 4,000 of the 8,000 prisoners 
sentenced by me were under the age of 
twenty-one years, and only three were 
members of Sunday school at the time of 
committing their crimes. That satisfies 
me of the value of the Sunday school 
to the community in helping safeguard 
it from the growth of criminals. It also 
satisfies me of the value to the indi- 
vidual. ... . 

“I regard our Sunday schools and 
churches as the only effective means to 
stem the rising tide of vice and crime 
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among the youth.. Society carries the 
heavy burden of criminality chiefly be- 
cause of the lack of religious training 
of the youth. I believe religious train- 
ing of children should be the start of 
their education. If all the children were 
kept under the influence of the Sunday 
schools and the church during their 
teens—the formative period of their 
lives — and all grown-ups would take an 
active interest in church work, we would 
soon be closing prisons and jails instead 
of building more. It is my opinion that 
the tide of crime is likely to grow until 
this important problem is dealt with at 
the source. 
“The Sunday school is the mightiest 
organization in the world for good. 
“There is no more potent influence in 
the life of the youth in this country than 
the Sunday school. : 
“The Sunday school is the best prep- 
aration for happiness and success. We 
cannot: do without the Sunday schodl.” 
Do you think the decrease in attend- 
ance in our Sunday school is the lack of 


interest on the part of the parents, stu- 
dents, or the fault of the Sunday school? 


Parents are more responsible than 
their children for.the beginnings of any 
movement in the wrong direction on 
the part of the child. If a much larger 
percentage of American parents today 
were saved, and true to the Lord them- 
selves, there is no question that the de- 
crease in Sunday school attendance 
would be changed into an increase. The 
young people themselves have, of course, 
a real responsibility in the matter of 
attendance or non-attendance, but the 
blame would not seem to be primarily 
theirs today... And, while some Sunday 
schools are at fault in failing to offer 
that which will attract and hold the 
young people, and those responsible for 
local Sunday schools should do every- 
thing in their power to increase the 
winning and holding power of the school, 
nevertheless the lowered moral and spir- 
itual tone of our generation is an in- 
evitable result of the falling off of Sun- 
day school attendance. A true, Spirit- 
given revival of the Church, reaching 
pastors, church officers, Sunday school 
workers, parents, and children will be a 
sure solution of the problem. 


eg 


“We have the assured pledge of pros- 
perity and of good success; God does not 
promise us a wealth of worldly sub- 
stance, nor does he save us from the 
need for diligent toil and ceaseless en- 
deavour. But he does tell us that for 
those who go straight on, not turning to 
the right hand or to the left, and for all 
who make the Word of God their de- 
light by day, and their solace by night, 
there shall be no fear of any evil, but 
that all will be well, ‘for then thou shalt 


“make thy way prosperous, and then thou 


shalt have: good success.’?”—G. H. Lunn, 
M.A., in the Keswick Calendar. 
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OCTOBER 1. THE INFANCY OF JESUS 


International Uniform Lesson.— Matthew 1 and 2; printed text, Matthew 2:13-23 
Golden Text.—And they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.—Matt. 1:23 


















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Matt. 2:13-23 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 2:13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel 
of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and 
take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and 
be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the 
young child to destroy him. 

14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by 
night, and departed into Egypt: 

15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 
Out of Egypt have I called my son. ‘ 

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise 
men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the 
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, 
from two years old and under, according to the time which he 
had diligently enquired of the wise men. 

17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the 
prophet, saying, 

18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, 
and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would 
not be comforted, because they are not. 

19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel appeareth in 
a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 

20 Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and 
go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the 
young child’s life. 

21 And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and 
came into the land of Israel. 

22 But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judza in 
the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: not- 
withstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside 
into the parts of Galilee: 

23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets. He shall 
be called a Nazarene. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 2:13 Now when they were departed, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise and take 
the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou 
there until I tell thee: for Herod will seek the young child to 
destroy him. 14 And he arose and took the young child and his 
mother by night, and departed into Egypt; 15 and was there 
until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which ws 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, 1 Out of Egypt 
did I call my son. 

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the # Wise- 
men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the male 
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the borders thereof, 
from two years old and under, according to the time which ‘he 
had exactly learned of the 2 Wise-men. 17 Then was fulfilled 
that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 

18 *A voice was heard in Ramah, 
Weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
And she would not be comforted, because they are not. 

19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 20 Arise and 
take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of 
Israel: for they are dead that sought the young child’s life. 
21 And he arose and took the young child and his mother, and 
came into the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Arche- 
laus was reigning over Judza in the room of his father Herod, 
he was afraid to go thither; and being warned of God in a dream, 
he withdrew into the parts of Galilee, 23 and came and dwelt 
in a city called Nazareth; that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken through the prophets, *that he should be called a Naz- 
arene. 


1Hos. 11:1. *Gr., Magi. Compare Esther 1:13; Dan. 2:12; 
Acts 13:6, 8. *Jer. 31:15. ‘Isa. 11:1 in the Heb. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious’ Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


o 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E BEGIN this week a study of 


the Gospel of Matthew, which is 

pre-eminently the Gospel of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. The “kingdom of 
heaven” is not Heaven itself, as many 
erroneously suppose, but the term refers 
to Heaven’s rule established on this earth 
(Dan. 4:17, 34). There is a very definite 
sense in which this has always been true, 
for God has never relinquished his 
authority as the Moral Governor of the 
universe, but all Scripture looks forward 
to a time when this Kingdom will be 
manifested visibly everywhere upon 
earth (Dan, 7:27). When our Lord came 
in the fullness of time and presented 
himself as the promised King, he was 
rejected and he has gone back into 
Heaven “to receive for himself a king- 
dom, and to return” (Luke 19:12). In 
the meantime, the principles of his King- 
dom, as set forth in this Gospel of Mat- 
thew, are pervading the world, and as a 
result millions of men acknowledge him 


as earth’s rightful King and the Lord 
of their lives, Thus his Kingdom is set 
up in “mystery.” The King is absent, 
but his authority is owned by many. 
Some who outwardly acknowledge him 
are unreal professors, and so in the pres- 
ent day there are good and bad found 
in the sphere of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
This will all be rectified when he re- 
turns (Matt. 13:41, 42). 


The Historical Setting 


It has long been recognized that our 
Saviour was born earlier by some little 
time than the first year A. D. This is 
confusing, but is the result of an error 
in chronology made many years ago 
when our system of reckoning was first 
adopted. The exact date is uncertain, as 
authorities still differ regarding it, but 
it was probably three or four years be- 
fore the A. D. era began. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 2:13.—‘Flee into Egypt.” In 
chapter one and the previous twelve 
verses of the second chapter we have 
the genealogy and the virgin birth of 
the King, with the story of. the quest of 
the magi... We now see God’s care of 





his Son manifested. When Herod, en- 
ergized by Satan, would thwart the di- 
vine purpose by destroying the infant 
King, Joseph was commanded by angelic 
authority to go down to Egypt with the 
holy Babe and his mother. 


Verse 14—“‘He took the young child 
and his mother.” Joseph’s part in all 
this was admirable from the first. His 
care of Mary’s good name, notwithstand- 
ing his perplexity (1:19), his implicit 
obedience to the divine word when the 
true nature of the case was revealed to 
him (1:24), and his watchful care over 
mother and child, all alike testify to his 
deep piety and devotion. 


Verse 15.—“Out of Egypt have I called 
my son.” These words are found in the 
prophecy of Hosea (11:1), where they 
seem to refer directly to the nation of 
Israel. But in a mystic sense, Jesus had 
to go through the experience of the 
nation as representing them before God. 
So the Holy Spirit applies them to him 
also. 


Verse 16.—“‘Herod ... slew all the chil- 
dren that were in Bethlehem, and in all 
the coasts thereof, from two years old 
and under.” This wicked, brutal mon- 
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arch, who resented the idea of any other 
possible king of the Jews, determined to 
make the prophecy of Micah 5:2 impos- 
sible of fulfillment. 


Verse 17.—“Spoken by Jeremy the 
prophet.” Jeremy is, of course, Jeremiah, 
often called “the weeping prophet,” be- 
cause of his grief over his people’s suf- 
ferings (Jer. 9:1). 


Verse 19—“‘When Herod was dead.” 
This brutal king died just before our 
present system of chronology, called 
Anno Domino, began, which helps us to 
fix the approximate date of Christ’s birth. 
After the tyrant’s decease, an angel 
again appeared to Joseph, who, with 
the mother and child, was still in Egypt. 

Verse 20.—“Go into the land of Israel.” 
It was now the time to return to Im- 
manuel’s land, where the child Jesus was 
to grow to manhood and carry out his 
ministry as predicted by so many of the 
prophets. 

Verse 21—‘“He arose, ... and came 
into the land of Israel.” Obeying at 
once the command of the angel, Joseph 
went up from Egypt to Palestine. 

Verse 22.—“‘He heard that Archelaus 
did reign in... the room of his father 
Herod.” This corrupt king was a much 
weaker character than Herod, but 
equally cruel and vindictive, so Joseph 
prudently went on to his former home 
in Galilee rather than settling in Beth- 
lehem of Judea, where the child had 
been born. 

Verse 23.—“A city called Nazareth.” 
“Netzer” in Hebrew means a branch, and 
Christ was the Branch of Jehovah as to 
his deity and the Branch of Jesse as 
to his humanity. The city in which he 
grew up seemed to emphasize this. It 
was a very wicked and corrupt place, as 
Nathanael’s query, recorded in John 1: 
46, would indicate. 

Lesson Outlines 
THE GIFTS OF THE WISE MEN 
(Matt. 2:11) 

Gold—typical of divine. righteousness, 
as manifested in Christ 

Frankincense—typical of the fragrance 
of Christ’s human life 

Myrrh—typical of Christ’s atoning 
death 

Gold is pure and precious. Such is the 
righteousness of God, as seen in Christ. 

Frankincense is fragrant and refresh- 
ing. Such is the contemplation of 
Christ’s holy life on earth. 

Myrrh was crushed to bring out its 
sweetness and was used in embalming 
the dead. 

THE CHILD JESUS 

1. Conceived of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 
1:18) 

2. Absolutely holy in nature (Luke 1: 
35) 

3. The Son of the Highest (Luke 1:32) 

4. The Son of man (Luke 19:10) 

5. The destined King (Luke 1:32) 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Fourth Quarter 
1, October 1.—The Infancy of Jesus. 

Matthew 1 and 2 

2. October 8.—The Forerunner of the 
OME — Swi. bce a setattoMpat <oi55 Matthew 3 

3. October 15.—The Temptation of Jesus. 
Matthew 4 

4. October 22.—The Citizens of the King- 
GEE kins ucy ice Sessa bwk Matthew 5:1-16 

5. October 29.—Beverage Alcohol and 

Social Progress (International Tem- 

perance Sunday). Micah 2:9-11; 
Luke 21:29-31, 34-36; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

6. November 5.—Righteousness in the 

Kingdom (For Armistice Sunday). 
Matthew 5:17 to 6:18 

7. November 12.—Putting God’s King- 


ees, Matthew 6:19-34 
8. November 19.—Warnings and Prom- 

WOU Css Oo olind saute om paitiuies ss Matthew 7 
9. November 26.—The Works of the 

po Eee or Matthew: 8 and 9 








The Heart of the Lesson 


That no word of God given through 
his prophets shall fail to be fulfilled is 
very markedly emphasized in this Gos- 
pel. The Spirit of the Lord had indi- 
cated beforehand just where Christ was 
to be born. His divine-human person- 
ality as Immanuel had been clearly fore- 
told. His eventual world-wide kingdom 
had been just as plainly predicted. But 
when he came to earth in lowly grace, 
in exact accord with the messages of the 
inspired seers of Israel, Satan sought in 
every way to thwart the divine purpose. 
But God so overruled that this was im- 
possible. His program was carried out 
to the letter. What encouragement his 
tried saints should draw from this! “He 
. . . will not call back his words” (Isa. 
31:2). Amos declared, “Surely the Lord 
God will do nothing, but he revealeth 


_ his secret unto his servants the prophets” 


(Amos 3:7). 


Special Lesson Topics an@ Truths 


The Wise Men of the East. We gen- 
erally call them the magi, which simply 
means “the Wise.” They were Gentiles. 
We are not told that they were “three 
kings of the Orient,” as the Christmas 
carol says. No number is mentioned, 
but the fact that three kinds of gifts 
are spoken of has led many to suppose 
there were but three wise men who 
came to adore the infant King of the 
Jews. 


His Star. We are not told whether this 
Was some particular planet visible in 
the heavens at that time, or whether it 
was ‘some heavenly orb which ap- 
peared then and may never have been 
seen by man before or since. The 
magi recognized it as indicating the 
birth of the King and -so set out 
to greet him. We are not told that 
it led them on the way. They saw it 
“in the East” and again when it “stood 
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over the place where the young child 
was.” 


Herod’s Cruelty. No viler man than 
Herod ever sat on a throne. Cesar Au- 
gustus said, “Better be Herod’s pig than 
his son”; for he murdered nearly all his 
own progeny. The early Christians had 
a legend that the executioners who were 
sent to Bethlehem slew Herod’s favorite 
grandson, with the other babes. If so, it 
was a terrible exhibition of divine judg- 
ment on his wickedness. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Nothing is more strengthening to faith 
and conducive to implicit confidence in 
the Word of God than the comparisons 
of prophecy in the. Old Testament and 
fulfillment in the New. If. tempted: to 
question the inspiration of Scripture, let 
us give consideration to this line of evi- 
dence and we shall find our faith con- 
firmed. 


It is interesting and instructive to 
notice the way the Holy Spirit illumined 
the mind of the New Testament writers 
to understand the prophetic Word. Do 
we read our Bibles in dependence upon 
him who came to take the things of 
Christ and show them unto us? (John 
16:14, 15.) 


It is not environment that makes or 
breaks a man. Our blessed Lord grew 
up in a city of evil reputation, but was 
ever undefiled within and righteous and 
blameless without. If we would walk 
as he walked (1 John 2:6), we must have 
a single eye. for the glory of God. Do 
we endeavor to do this? 

It is of great value to be familiar with 
the story of Jesus. But one may know 
all this and still be lost in sin. Do we 
really know him, for ourselves, of whom 
the Gospel tells? To know him is life 
eternal (1 John 5:20). 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Matthew treats of Jesus as the prom- 
ised King, the son of David and the son 
of Abraham. ~ 

The scribes and Pharisees could point 
at once to the Scripture that told where 
Christ the King of the Jews should be 
born, but they rejected the King himself. 

Herod’s hypocrisy was the natural re- 
sult of a conscience long stifled and 
seared by persistent wickedness and dis- 
obedience to the Word of God. 

Now that we have a complete revela- 
tion of the will of God, we do not need 
to be guided or directed by visible an- 
gelic agency. 

Joseph’s implicit obedience should be 
a lesson to us all not to question or hesi- 
tate when God reveals his mind, but to 
act upon the knowledge of his will. 

It was not Nazareth that made Jesus, 
but Jesus by his wondrous life lifted 
Nazareth from obscurity and made it 


_one of the outstanding cities of this 


world. 
CHICAGO. 















































Lesson for October 1 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT is involved in the expressions 
“Son of David” and ‘‘Son of Abraham’’? 

2. What is the outstanding characteristic 
in the life of Joseph, the husband of Mary? 

3. What is the meaning of the name Jesus? 

4. What prophet foretold the virgin birth 
of Jesus, and where is the prophecy found? 

5. Who were the magi, and what was their 
quest? 


6. What prophet foretold the place of 
Christ’s nativity, and where is the prophecy 
to be found? 

7. What gifts did the magi bring to Jesus, 
and what was their spiritual import? 

8. How was Joseph warned of Herod’s 
wicked intention? 

9. What prophet predicted that God’s Son 
would.be brought out of Egypt, and where? 

10. In what city was the Lord Jesus 
brought up, and what was its reputation? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 


given on page 634 of this issue. 
ve 


The lilestation Rousd Table 


-LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. e full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure. to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 

itors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

The Bethlehem Aqueduct.—Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1). This 
little news item came frem the daily 
paper. “Jerusalem is being supplied 
with fresh water from reservoirs built 
by King Solomon. The water is brought 
to the city by means of an aqueduct 
which passes through Bethlehem.” The 
Water of Life for all men comes through 
Bethlehem also.—From the Bible Ex- 
positor and Illuminator. Sent by Mrs. 
L. Bergquist, Camden, N. J. 


A Modern Herod’s Fear.—For Herod 
will seek the young child to destroy him 
(v. 13). When a son was born to mis- 
sionary Jessup in Beirut, Syria, he cabled 
something as follows to his brother and 
partner in New York, the firm name 
being King and Jessup: “King Jessup, 
New York. Son and heir born today.” 
The native servant took the message to 
the telegraph office, laid it down with 
the toll, and left. The operator, as was 
the custom in Turkey in those suspicious 
days, carried the message to the censor 
before putting it on the wire. The gray- 
bearded censor, familiar with a dozen 
languages, gave it but a single glance, 
and shouted, “My carriage, quick!” 
Rushing to the palace of the Governor, 
he told him there was a crewn prince 
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born in that very town, and no doubt 
a plot against the throne of the country. 
The council was summoned, and an old 
copy of the Almanach de Gotha was 
scanned to see who this King Jessup was. 
They could not find it, but the theory 


-that he was king of the Indians in Amer- 


ica was advanced. The problem was to 
find this child, the heir apparent. Some 
one suggested locating the messenger. 
He was found at a coffee shop, brought 
before the council, and asked to have 
his master the missionary called. This 
done, Mr. Jessup with all gravity ex- 
plained the mysterious affair; the in- 
evitable coffee was drunk, and the inci- 
dent was closed.—From Tarbell’s Guide. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Comfort for the Mothers—In Rama 
was there a voice heard, lamentation, 
and weeping, and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, and 
would not be: comforted, because. they 
are not (v. 18). Oh, ye mothers of Beth- 
lehem, methinks I hear you ask “why 
your innocent babes should be the ram 
caught in the thicket, while Isaac es- 
capes. I cannot tell you, but some of 
you shall live to see the day when the 
Babe of Bethlehem shall be himself the 


LIKE A BEAUTIFUL DIAMOND IT 


* 629 


Ram, caught in another thicket, that 
your babes may escape a worse doom 
than they now endure. And in glory 
will they not deem it an honor that the 
tyrant’s rage was exhausted upon them 
instead of their infant Lord?—From The 
Illustrator. Sent by Elsie M. Watkins, 
Bend, Oreg. 


A True Son—And they shall call his 
name Emmanuel, which being inter- 
preted is, God with us (Golden Text). 
Dr. William Spurgeon of Wales was once 
lecturing in Scotland. After the lecture 
an old gentleman of polished manner 
approached him and said, “Dr. Spurgeon, 
I am glad to meet you. I am the father 
of Henry Drummond.” “Oh, then,” said 
Dr. Spurgeon, “I already know you, for 
I know your son so well.”—From For- 
ward. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Christ No Earthly Monarch.—Emman- 
uel, which being interpreted is, God with 
us (Golden Text). Sampling the food 
his soldiers in China eat, a few days ago 
Japan’s Emperor Hirohito, with his Em- 
press, ate for breakfast a bowl of boiled 
rice and harle Nith. side di f 
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dishes of bean noodles, pork, boiled spin- 
ach, and salty pickled plums. In the 
evening they again dined on boiled rice 
and barley, with side dishes of dried 
fish, carrots, and boiled lotus roots. One 
day of this warfare, says Time, was 
enough for “the Son of Heaven.” His 
army and his people are tiring of it, 
too, after a year and a half. Not for a 
day but for more than thirty years the 
real Son of God from Heaven lived 
among men and ate their common fare. 
At times, in fact, he hadn’t even that. 
As a prelude to his several years of pub- 
lic ministry, he was without food in 
the wilderness for forty days and nights 
before being tempted of the Devil. He 
knew homeless nights. He knew weari- 
ness. He knew, too, what it was to be 
“despised and rejected of men; a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief.”— 
From Now. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Canby, Minn. Prize illustration. 


A Chinese Interpretation—God with 
us (Golden Text). A Chinese Christian 
was explaining to those around him. 
“Jesus is the invisible God,” said he, and 
“God is the visible Jesus.” This was a 
unique way of saying, “He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father. ... I and my 
Father are one.” God is unseeable, un- 
hearable, unknowable, and untouchable, 
except in Christ—From a clipping. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou who didst come into this troubled world 
as a little child, we thank thee that thou didst 
know in thy humanity the experiences that 
belong to childhood, excepting for sin. We 
thank thee, that in that humble Nazareth 
home, thou didst look out upon a busy world 
of common folks, into which thy boyhood 
would be led, as the swift years passed. We 
cry with the Psalmist, “O come, let us wor- 
ship and bow down: let us kneel before the 
Lord our maker.” We would bring our gifts 
to thee, every gift that we have, and lay them 
all at thy feet. Emmanuel is thy name, God 
with us. May we see in the protecting hand 
of the Father in these early days of the. Child, 
the love that gave and preserved unto the 
days of the Son’s triumph in man’s salvation, 
through his death and resurrection. In his 
dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you thought 
what a world it was into which the Baby 
Jesus was born? Our homes today are 
protected and surrounded by kindly in- 
terest, excepting in those lands where 
war and arrogance are in control. What 
a difference in the days of the Baby 
Jesus! Notice how concerned Joseph 
and Mary were, moving from place to 
place, and keeping the Child away from 
the cruelty of rulers. Pictures that art- 
ists have made have shown the Child 
Jesus for the most part, in the midst 
of loving care. But have you remem- 
bered that from the very beginning he 
was on thé way to a sacrifice such as no 
other being has ever made —the shed- 
ding of his own precious blood for sin- 
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ful man? It is well to link up the whole 
story of his life with the. birth and the 
death and the rising again. It was for 
you and for me and the great needy 
multitude for whom his salvation is of- 
fered, on conditions that his Word makes 
plain. We cannot think of the Child 
Jesus without thinking of the Christ of 
Calvary and the open tomb and of this 
same Christ who is coming again. Let 
us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The A. L. D.—The angel of the Lord 
appeareth (Matt. 2:13). The older 
readers of the Corner know that when 
I am translated to the Other World I 
am hoping to get an eternal job with 
the A, L. D. (Angel of the Lord Depart- 
ment). I do not want to reign over 
ten or five cities, or even a whole 
nation, if I can get into the A. L. D. 
(Luke 19:17-19; Rev. 2:16). If it should 
happen you have the like desire, why 
isn’t it a good idea to practice up and 
prepare for the position while we are 
Down Here? And right now? 

We are taught that this earthly life 
is just a preparation for a future and 
fuller life. Now we know the Angels 
of the Lord are always doing “the nicest 
things.” There is no reason why you 
and I should not always be doing “the 
nicest things.” Of course not as well, 
for the novice is rarely as skillful and 
efficient as the master workman, but 
we can acquire the technique. 

For example: You never read of the 
A. L. D. “tearing out,” “putting on the 
carpet,” and otherwise penalizing one 
who slips and falls down. When Peter 
made his bad break the A. L. D. did not 
take him in hand for a “dressing out.” 
Indeed, the Head of all the Departments 
once said, “Go, and sin no more.” 

The A. L. D. has had the royal assign- 
ments along with the more humble ones 
—if any ministry of our Lord can be 
called “humble.” Even to saving a baby 
from a bloodthirsty tyrant. 

There are times in life when the Chris- 
tian finds oneself prevented or mysteri- 
ously guided. Perhaps that is one of the 
jobs of the A. L. D. (Psa. 21:3.) 

The most popular steel executive was 
“Charley” Schwab of the Bethlehem Steel 
Company. He was a master in manag- 
ing men. Never any labor friction when 
“Charley” was running the Carnegie or 
the Bethlehem. organizations. Charley 
never “bawled out” a workman however 
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bad his blunder or fault. Charley had 
a private talk with the man with ex- 
planations. Yes, the man was careless. 
“Up all night witha sick child.” From 
that interview on; with the big-hearted 
Irish, that man was ready to die for him. 

That is what it means to work with 
the A. L. D. 


“Glow.”—Herod .. . sent forth, and 
slew all the children that were in Beth- 
lehem (v. 16). 


Where (you writer of this Corner) 
Was the Angel of the Lord 

When the murderous old Herod 
Put the babies to the sword? 


I knew you might say that, and I am 
glad to be able to tell you the A. L. D. 
was right there on the job. I have 
Scripture for it. Each little innocent 
baby had a special angel set apart for 
him. That very day they were all to- 
gether in Paradise (Matt. 18:10; Psa. 91: 
11). 

So you see the Baby who was spared, 
when he grew up, told the world that 
Heaven was made up of their sort. 

Herod was not the last man who used 
the sword in the attempt to thwart God’s 
purposes. Ceesar tried it on a big scale. 
Then came the Inquisition. Bloody Mary 


in England. St. Bartholomew’s day in- 


France. The killings in Russia. The 
burning of churches and murder of 
priests and nuns in Spain. 

Then to get down to cases, Chinese 
Gordon at Khartum, and the Hodges and 
the Stams in China. A regular eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews, only it would make 
a volume instead of a single chapter. 

But will you tell us which one of all 
these, and the others that can be named, 
has been able to defeat the purpose of 
God? It is a trite saying, “The blood of 
the martyrs is the seed of the church.” 
Napoleon told the French revolutionist 
with a new religion, “Go out and get 
yourself killed for it, and maybe it will 
go Lied 

Strange as it may sound to say it, the 
world seems to need its Herods, — the 
“Opposers,” — although they need not 
be bloody. The reason we have the light 
in the “bottle” is because of the resist- 
ances in the filament. The resistance of 
the air is why we fly. 

So you need not despair when you 
meet with opposition in the Lord’s work. 
Just keep up the connection with the 
Power House “Up There” and GLOW! 


The Small Town.—And he came and 
dwelt in a city called Nazareth (v. 23). 
“City called Nazareth.” From all ac- 
counts a rather unsavory place some 
thirty years later, whatever it might 
have been in the Saviour’s “bringing 
up” time (John 1:46). 

Towns, like people, have a way of 
changing in thirty years. A very few 
bad characters can give a town and 
neighborhood a bad name. And the bad 
ones can develop overnight. 

Some years ago two cities near each 
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other, and filled with the finest sort of 
folks, were known all over the State 
as “Sodom” and “Gomorrah,” because of 
the wickedness of a few citizens. John 
Law stepped in with jail and rope, and 
if you wanted to nickname them now 
you could call them Philippi and Tarsus, 
two cities Paul loved (Phil. 4:1; Acts 
21:39). 

I have sometimes considered why God 
selected a small country town in which 
to develop the human side of our Lord. 
Perhaps it might have been because 
then, as now, the best and fullest life 
is lived in the smaller place. 

There are no slums in the little town. 
No one goes hungry out there. You 
don’t climb rickety stairs and find men, 
women, and children freezing and starv- 
ing in cheerless poverty. You have 
neighbors. Houses are to be had at a 
rent poor folks can manage. 

Some of these considerations may have 
had something to do with our Lord be- 
ing placed in Nazareth for his human 
development. 

One thing sure, the presence of our 
Lord growing up in the community does 
not seem to have overcome the bad repu- 
tation of the place. Here is the Corner’s 
explanation: 

The Devil, finding the Lord himself 
impregnable, took his discomfiture out 
on the town. He spoiled it all at one 
stroke. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Certain Victory.« 
Discussion: What are some of the things 
in life of which you would like to be 
assured? 
Objective: “Commit thy way unto the 
Lord; trust also in him; and he shall 
bring it to pass” (Psa. 37:5). 











AY, fellows, when a baby is born into 
the world he is given a name to 
start with, and the parents and other 
interested persons look upon that tiny 
personality and speculate upon what 
will be his future—or even if he may 
have a future. There are so many dire 
things to threaten his pathway from the 
very beginning; there are baby diseases, 
possible accidents, and a hundred rea- 
sons to make him a bad insurance risk. 
Even if he lives to maturity the Devil has 
already prepared many pitfalls to debauch 
his morals, so that it would be better 
not to have been born at all. So what? 
That is the merely human way of look- 
ing at a new baby. Of course Christian 
parents who are trusting in the prom- 
ises of God have a more comforting 
view. 
But when Jesus was born the seal of 
certainty was upon his life, his career, 
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his ultimate glorious triumph over all 
his enemies. “He shall see of the travail 
of his soul, and shall be satisfied” (Isa. 
53:11). All the devices of a vicious and 
powerful King Herod were of no avail 
to destroy the child Jesus. Craftily he 
told the wise men to let him know when 
they found Jesus, in order that he might 
“come and worship him,” but God 
warned the wise men in a dream not 
to return to Herod, but to go back home 
another way; and they did. Joseph also 
was warned in a dream to take the young 
child to Egypt, which he did, and there 
remained until Herod was dead. Again 
by divine warning Joseph took up his 
residence in Galilee, instead of going 
back to Judea. All of this was no less 
than the power. of Almighty God guid- 
ing, surrounding, overshadowing, under- 
girding, protecting; and the powers of 
earth’ and hell were not sufficient to 
overthrow’ God’s eternal purpose to 
make Jesus Christ the Saviour of the 
world. Gi ; 

Now, fellows, here is the point: just 
as Jesus Christ was from the very be- 
ginning certain of ultimate and glorious 
victory, so: you who have accepted him 
as your Saviour and are trusting in him 
will ultimately go through all your diffi- 
culties, all your. ‘perplexities, all your 
problems with a shout of triumph. God 
will tax the last resources of Heaven, 
if neeessary, to see you through. Look 
at Hebrews 7:25. God’s “uttermost” 
makes us realize our hopeless limitations. 
When we stand upon the beach and look 
out on the vast expanse of the ocean, 
it taxes our imagination to visualize con- 
tinents that lie beyond the dim horizon; 
we look through the microscope down 
into the atoms wondering what must be 
the power that lies within the électrons; 
then we turn and peer into the telescope 
at planets thousands of light-years away, 
pondering what other worlds may be 
swinging in space millions of light years 
beyond. 

More painfully, we stand today upon 
the shore line of a confused social, in- 
dustrial, and political order, and with 
dismay we look into the faces of the 
world’s great philosophers, statesmen, 
and business strategists while they utter 
conflicting opinions and seem power- 
less to discover either the cause or the 
remedy for the catastrophe into which 
this old world has got itself. Great 
leaders who are wont to act in emer- 
gencies with promptness and assurance 
today stand perplexed and heésitating, 
wondering what the future holds —not 
the distant future, but tomorrow! The 
wise men have gone into a huddle time 
and again, yet there is not a punt nor 
a forward pass nor a line formation that 
will gain a yard toward saving the score. 
A “wise old world” is picking at its 
vest with a foolish grin of despair on 
its face while we stand in the midst of 
an eight-year-old depression, held in the 
icy grasp of frozen assets. 
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Oh, you fellows who believe inthe 
Lord Jesus Christ and are trusting him 
as your Saviour, never was there such 
a time as this to proclaim the absolute 
surety of God’s Word and the certainty 
of victory in Christ. For the Word of 
God is “true from the beginning: and 
every one of thy righteous judgments 
endureth for ever.” 

The “uttermost” of God reaches far 
beyond the material needs of men into 
the great ocean of their spiritual need; 
not only does it reach down into their 
need, but it lifts.them up into the joy- 
ous achievements of his power. 

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour with God and 
man.” So may you! Is your life linked 
up with this Babe of Bethlehem? 

BLOOMINGTON, ILL. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith - 
Author of ’’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories "*. 












THE INFANCY OF JESUS 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Give each child a sheet of paper with 
a camel traced lightly on it. Let them 
draw the camel as you tell the lesson 
story, and then print Gold, Frankincense, 
and Myrrh on three bundles on the 
camel’s back. 











OU all know the story of Jesus being 

born in the manger in Bethlehem, 
while his mother and Joseph were on 
a trip there to pay their taxes. The 
hotels were all so crowded that there 
was no room for thern, and they had to 
sleep in a stable. While they were yet 
in Bethlehem, — we don’t know just how 
long after Jesus was born,—the wise 
men came from the East to see the One 
who was born King of the Jews. They 
must have had some of the prophecies 
to read, I think, or they would not have 
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A FULLY ACCREDITED JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL IS AFFILIATED, WITH A NOMINAL TUITION. 


Life Friendships 


Selecting a college for a young 
man necessarily involves the 
forming of life-friendships. This 
is especially true in a co-educa- 


tional school. The impetus so re-" 
ceived, for weal or for woe, becomes a de- 
ciding factor in all his after career. 
In the inset above, a year ago, 161 Fresh- 
men for the first time are getting ac- 
uainted with Sophomores, Juniors and 
denkoies at Houcurton, the school of their 
choice. They are forming imperishable 
friendships, largely with earnest young 
people—Christian friends who will remain 
assets, not liabilities, in after life. Inci- 
dentally, this informal view gives some 
conception of the genuine wholesomeness 
of student life at HoucHTon. 


Young men and women of earnest purpose 
have much to gain by chonsing HoucuTon. 
Educational standards there are high. The 
College is fully accredited. A choice of 
over 130 courses leads to A.B. and B.S. 
degrees. The environment in the historic 
valley of the Genesee is especially lovely. 
There is a full athletic program; and ex- 
penses are exceptionally modest. Write 
for Cataleg. 

Every year but one since the charter in 

1923, HouGHTON has registered a sub- 

stantial growth. An Annuity Contract 


with a growing Christian college is unus- 
ually safe. Write for details to Dept. T 939 


£ pias of Gaoyadeo, comfortable dining 


and women’s dormitory, with iower 
Administration Building in the background’ 
Inset: student reception to the largest Fresh- 
man class in Houghton history. 
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known anything about Jesus coming. 
They saw his star in the East, but how 
did they know whose star it was, unless 
they were looking for his coming? They 
had followed the star from the East. We 
do not know just where they lived. It 
might have been India or China, or Per- 
sia. But when they saw the star, they 
began following it, and they came to Pal- 
estine, to Jerusalem. 

Maybe they lost the star, or maybe 
they forgot to look for the star, and 
thought they would ask somebody where 
the King of the Jews could be found. 
You know sometimes we do that. God 
has told us in his Word exactly what 
to do, and we forget and begin to ask 
people what to do, and we get into 
trouble. The wise men went to the very 
worst possible person to find out, King 


‘Herod. Maybe they didn’t ask him 


themselves, but somebody told him these 
strangers from the East were asking 
where the King of the Jews was. Now 
Herod was himself the king of the Jews, 
he thought, and he was pretty much up- 
set, and sent for the chief priests and the 
scribes and asked them where Christ 
was to be born. 

They had just one verse of. prophecy 
to tell them this. I wonder if you know 
what that verse was. - Micah 5:2, “But 
thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose 
goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting.” 

So they told Herod he was to be born 
in Bethlehem of Judea. Then Herod 
called the wise men and told them, and 
also told them to let him know when 
they had found him, for he wanted to 
go and worship him, too. 

After they had talked with the king, 
they started out for Bethlehem, and lo, 
the star which had guided them from 
the East went before them and stood 
over the place where the young child 
was. And they rejoiced and were very 
happy about it, and went into the house 
(for Mary and Jesus were not in the 
stable now, but in a house), and fell 
down and worshiped him. Then they 
took out their gifts of gold, and frank- ° 
incense, and myrrh. You all know what 
gold is, but you have never seen frank- 
incense. It is a fine white powder, with 
a lovely odor. Myrrh is also a powder 
and has an odor, too. Gold was a type 
of Christ’s deity, which means that he 
is God. Frankincense was a type of his 
righteousness, and the myrrh spoke of 
his suffering and death for us. 

The wise men were warned by God in 
a dream not to go back to Herod, so they 
went to their own country another way. 
But wicked old Herod made. up his mind 
he would get rid of this Baby who might 
take his crown away, so he sent his sol- 
diers to Bethlehem and had all the boy 
babies killed who would be about the 
age of Jesus. But God had warned 
Joseph and Mary, and they had taken 




















Lesson for October 1 


Jesus to Egypt, so the Babe was saved 
from Herod. 

You know Jesus is the Son of God, 
and he came from Heaven to die for 
the sin of the world, and God would not 
let the Devil, Satan, or his wicked serv- 
ant Herod, kill Jesus. before he came 
to the cross. I want you to learn the 
Golden Text today—‘“And they shall 
call his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us.” Many peo- 
ple today do not know Jesus is the Son 
of God, but I want every one of you to 
know this, and believe it. Then you will 
love him for being our Saviour, and he 
will be your Saviour, too. 

MobEsTo, CALIF. 

we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Geal—To, establish background for 
studies in the Gospel of Matthew. 


Activity.—Throughout the study we 
shall seek answers to three questions: 1. 
What are the characteristics of Christ, the 
King? 2. What are the foundation prin- 
ciples of the Kingdom? 3. What are re- 
quirements for citizenship? Make a chart 
of light weight cardboard with titles 
across the top: “King,” ‘““Kingdom,” “Citi- 
zens.”’. Suggestions for Lesson I. 


GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 


KINnc KINGDOM Crr1IzENs 
Emmanuel Ruler — Son Israelites 

(Matt. 1: of David (Matt. 2: 

23). (Matt. 1: 6). 
Governor 1). 

(Matt. 2: 

6). 


_. Memory Verse.—“O come, let us wor- 
ship and bow down: let us kneel be- 
fore the Lord our maker’ (Psa. 95:6). 











IRLS, for the next six months we 

J shall, through Matthew's testimony, 
see the King of kings in his beauty, and 
glimpse the land that is very far off 
(Isa. 33:17). Shall we listen to three 
girls consider the heavenly Kingdom? 

Maud turned around on the top of the 
ladder, poised on one foot and stretched 
out her arms. “Picture hanger goes ath- 
letic !” she announced to the two girls 
reclining on her bed. 

“Come down. You're off balance,” 
Blanche drawled. 

“So is everything else,” retorted Maud, 
alighting from the ladder, “government 
budgets, international trade, labor con- 
ditions, yes, and even personal lives.” 

Blanche sat erect. “Why doesn’t some 
one ‘invent’ an ideal government?” 

“Why? Well, just because no gov- 
ernment could be ideal. Conditions and 
standards are constantly changing, and 
today’s ideal would be out-of-date by 
tomorrow.” 

Clarice lifted herself to her elbows. 
“But, Maud, an ideal Kingdom has been 
planned —a Kingdom in which no con- 
ditions or standards will ever strike the 
ideal out of balance. The Ruler of that 
Kingdom will be the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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“I believe that the Kingdom of God 
is within,” Blanche said flatly. 

“So it is,” returned Clarice, and she 
quoted Luke 17:21. 

Maud was puzzled. 
ideal Kingdoms?” 

“Yes. The Lord was rejected as King 
of Israel when he was here upon earth, 
and the permanent Kingdom promised 
to David’s heir in 2 Samuel 7:16 will not 
be established until Christ returns. to 
rule over this earth (Matt. 24:29 to 25; 
46; Acts 15:14-17). That,.Kingdom will 
be the Kingdom of Heaven. Until that 
time comes, the Kingdom of God is 
within all those who have enthroned God 
the Son in their hearts.” ’ 


As we commence our study let us note 
three points: 

1. Preparation for the coming King. 

2. How the King was received. 

3. Worshiping the King today. 


1. Preparation for the coming King. 


(1) Prophets had told of the coming 
Messiah. See, in the first two chapters 
of Matthew, how several of these proph- 
ecies were fulfilled: Son of David (2 
Sam. 7:16; Matt. 1:1); Seed of woman 
(Gen. 3:15; Matt. 1:20); Name — Imman- 
uel (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:23); Town — Beth- 
lehem (Mic. 5:2; Matt. 2:6); Called out 
of Egypt (Hos. 11:1; Matt. 2:15); Saved 
from Herod’s wrath (Jer. 31:15; Matt. 2: 
18). 

(2), Jews who had been scattered by 
the captivity had spread the message in 
other lands. Thus astrologers of the 
East. heard of the King of the Jews. 

(3) The Septuagint, Green translation 
of the Old Testament, helped to prepare 
others. 

(4) Synagogues kept. the Messianic 
Hope alive in hearts of believing Jews. 

(5) Greek language provided a popu- 
lar medium for proclaiming the message. 

(6) Rome provided a government that 
maintained peace while the King lived 
upon earth. 

2. How the King was received. 

First . question of New Testament: 
“Where is he that is born King?” (Matt. 
2:2.) 

Among the last words of the risen 
Christ: “Lo, I am with you alway.” 

The wise men recognized in. the Lord 
Jesus a threefold service: ' 

(1) Christ came as Prophet to bring 
God to man. Then he was rejected; he 
was wounded for our sakes; and at last 
he experienced the tragedy of Calvary 
for us. Myrrh was an offering for: the 
suffering One (Matt. 1:23; Heb. 1:1, 2). 

(2) The Lord came as Priest to bring 
man back to God. Fragrant frankin- 
cense was given for prayer and praise 
(Matt. 27:51; Heb. 6:19, 20). 

(3) Christ was King by birth, and al- 
though he was soon to he rejected as 
King of the Jews, yet the wise men pre- 
sented him with gold in anticipation of 
future glory (Matt. 27:37; Acts 2:36; Rev. 
22:16). 

Herod feared this “King of the Jews” 


“Are there two 
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Christmas Cards that Sell 


21 unusually attractive Scripture Text Folders to sell at 
$1 0s. profit 50c. Other assortments to sell 50c te 
$1.00. Christmas wrappings. Write for details. 

Snwane MORRIS JONES, 310N. 16th St., Phila., Pa. 





Church Members Can Easily 


EARN 10 *5OO 


It’s surprising how much money cah 
be earned, quickly and easily for any 
Church purpose with our Christmas 


orders among members and frienus 
for. ar pealing $x Box Assortment of 27 
ss-O”’ Christmas Cards com- 

plete e with materials for inscribing send- 
er’s signature in Raised Gold effect, 
Make uP to 100% profit and Extra Bo- 
nus! Also large Keligious Assortment 
with Bible Text Cards. Samples and 
\ instructions furnished. Complete line 
of Christmas Card Assortments and 
Gift Wrappings, also Personal Christ- 
mas Cards wit —— s name imprint- 


us ed at at 50 { for beri 
rates yin SAMPLE OFFER. 
FRIENDSHIP sTuDiOs, 480 Adams St., Elmira, N. Y, 
CHRISTIAN 


5000 Workers WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, Scrip- 
ture calendars, beautiful new KRYSTAL Plax 
and velvet Scripture mottoes, Scripture Greet- 
ing Cards. Good Commission. Send for free 
catalog and price list. 

GEORGE Ww. NOBLE, Publisher 
Dept. 6-M Monon Bidg. CHICAGO, ILL. 


oneeienninane —— 
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Asour Jesus CurisT 




















































Learn Vital Facts in the 
Thrilling Home Study Course 


STUDIES IN THE LIFE 
AND TEACHINGS OF OUR LORD 


by Dr. R. A. Torrey 


roe studies and cross references— 
suggesti| ons and outlines for Bible 


; Examina- 
tions. All for only $6.00. 
15 MORE COMPLETE COURSES — For true 
inspiration and a real blessing from the Word of 


‘orrespondence School Prospectus for 
information on interesting courses. 


BE eracn AND MAIL THIS COUPON ... 


Dept. 388 153 gad Pi., Chicege, mm 
ease send at once—no ob ligati: 
——Foider on Studies in the Life and Teachings 
of Our Lord 
40-Page Prospectus 
—_..._.FTREE 5-Minute Bible Test 


Name 
Address. 


City. 














State. 











graduate has 
pital. y reseed saved $400 while learn- 
ing: Equipment included. Men and women 18 to 60. Hi sh 
School not al Easy tuition payments. Write now 
CHICAGO SCHOOL OF NURSING 

Dept. 309 “oo East Ohio Street, Chicago, Ill. 

i Please send free booklet and 16 sample lesson pages. 
ame. 


City State 





Age... 
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as a potential enemy, and death was the 
gift which he prepared for the One who 
had come to die for him. Before Christ 
could die, though, he must live to show 
God to the world, and for this reason 
God: warned Joseph to take the ‘Child 
to‘ safe hiding places. 


3. Worshiping the King today. 


(1) As Prophet who draws us toward 
God. (Matt. 1:21). 


(2); As Priest who intercedes.for us 
(Heb. 7:25). 

(3 As King who is coming again (Matt. 
24:42). Apply the Memory Verse. 

Next Sunday we shall study about the 





-— CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS— 


For Sale or for Personal Use 

New; attractive CHRISTMAS and EVERY DAY 

Greetings with worthwhile sentiments, many with 
.Bible Texts—in great variety of artistic settings— 
the of Greetings Christian people are looking 
for. Cards that are different—not found in stores— 
‘Boxed and Unboxed—good profit—no: investment 
mecessa’ Se'ad ont sales plans on oat 

PEASE GREETI NG CARDS, 

264 Ay St. Dept 














Buffalo, N. Y. 
SEND and SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 

pore is withoat 

Geshe the bs arene the = saree. weL 75 

ex olders for Ast-78 value . 
Se ek o All have envelopes to match. a mois 
wil oleae of th for 5 or 
fe ea » Botner tes frst order, S ai sae en, ery, Wall 
, ete. ized groups earn funds. No experi 
need © orders now! 


: SHEPHERD'S TOWN CARD CO., Shepherdstown, Pa., Box 39 





In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 









SIX MONTHS 


with 


ST. MATTHEW 


The Gospel of St. Matthew 
will be studied during six 
months beginning with. Oc- 
tober, 1939, by all persons, 
Sunday schools, and- Bible 
Classes using the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lessons. 
Pastors, Sunday school superintendents 
and Bible teachers will be glad to know of 
three editions of St. Matthew's Gospel 
available through the American Bible So- 
ciety. ‘They sell at one cent, two cents and 
four cents, depending upon the style and 
size of type. 


Because of the inexpensiveness of these 
attractive volumes they can be placed at 
small cost in the hands of every scholar. 
Their use will secure a deeper interest in 
the Scriptures. 


For descriptive leaflets address the nearest 
depository. 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


New York City, Bible House, Park Ave. and S7th St. 
Mlinois, 


Chicage, oe ~—s3S E. Wacker Dri 
Atlanta, Georgia, i ‘ ao 


85 Walton Street 
Dallas, Texas, - ° 1814 Main Street 
San Francisco, California, . 224 McAllister Street 
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King’s herald. Read as much as possi- 
ble in the Gospel of Matthew, and look 
for answers to our three chart questions. 
Learn Matthew 3:17. 
ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
ye 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on rage 629) 

1. As Son of David, Christ was heir to 
the ‘throne of Israel; as Son of Abraham, he 
came to bless the entire world. 

2. His unquestioning obedience to God 
when his will was made known. 

3. Jesus, or Joshua (in Hebrew), means 
Jehovah the Saviour. 

4. Isaiah, in chapter 7:14 of his book. 

5. They were wise men of the Gentiles 
who came seeking the infant King that they 
might do homage to him 

6..Micah, in chapter 5:2. 

7. Gold, speaking of divine righteousness; 
frankincense, telling of the perfection of 
Christ’s life on earth; and myrrh, signify- 
ing his death. 

8. By an angel who appeared to him in 
a dream, commanding him to take the child 
to Egypt. 

9. Hosea, in chapter 11:1. 

10. Nazareth, a city of evil repute. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











October 8.—Influencing apaanaredh for Christ. John 
1:35-45. 





Sunday, October 1 


Committing Ourselves to Christ 
(Rom. 12:1-8) 





Men.—Performing spiritual arithmetic (2 
Pet. 1:4-8). 

' Tues.—Practicing self-denial’ (Luke 9:23- 
26) 


Wed.—Putting on “the new man” (Eph. 
4:21-24). 

Thurs.—Living as Christians (Col. 3:12- 
16 


Fri.—Renouncing the world (1 John 1: 
15-17). 

Sat.—Yielding ourselves to God (Rom. 6: 
11-13). 











‘N A meeting in Massachusetts, a 

speaker, who had just delivered an 
urgent appeal to a group of young peo- 
ple to accept Christ, was asked this 
startling question by a young girl: “Sir, 
I should like to know how we can be 
Christians and have our own way.” 

Perhaps many of us Have either con- 
sciously or unconsciously asked this 
same question. We have sought, in a 
measure at least, to do God’s will, but 
we have reserved the right to have our 
own way whenever it pleases us. This 
is not God’s plan for Christian living 
and service, however, and it always 
brings conflict, and unrest, and lack of 
joy and power. It is fitting therefore 
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that as we take up the renewed activ- 
ities of our young people’s groups this 
fall, that we consider God’s clear and 
simple plan for Christian service. 
4 
Our Scripture lesson outlines God’s 
plan in Romans 12:1, 2. Notice first 
that it is a freewill plan. Paul does 
not command our acceptance of it, he 
beseeches, or pleads, with us to accept 
it, and to “present” our faculties to God. 
4 
It is for believers only. The whole 
ground of Paul’s appeal is the “mercies 
of God” (v. 1). Until we have recog- 
nized God’s mercies in redeeming us 
from sin’s penalty and power and have 
accepted what he has done for us, we 
cannot yield our lives to him. There 
is no consecration apart from salvation. 
We must first be made alive before we 
can go on living for Christ. 
4 
God’s plan asks for a complete sur- 
render. The term “bodies” (v. 1) in- 
cludes every faculty. The body is the 
instrument of the inner life. Through 
it, the inner life reveals itself and 
through the body it receives its impres- 
sions and expresses its emotions and 
powers. Since when we accepted Christ 
by faith our inner man became his, even 
so every outward manifestation of our 
being is to be yielded to him. 
ye 
Our consecration to God is to be a 
continuous transaction, a “living” sac- 
rifice. There is a very real and im- 
portant sense in which we are definitely 
and at a particular time to yield our- 
selves. But in another real sense we 
are to keep right on yielding, as God 
reveals to us other things that need to 
be surrendered to him. 
4 
Our consecration is both practical 
and rational. It is a “service” (v. 1), 
not just the entertaining of an idea. It 
is a “reasonable” service, because Christ 
has made us and has done so much for 
us (Eph. 2:10). 
4 


Consecration makes definite demands. 
It requires first that we shall not be 
“conformed” or patterned after this age 
or existing order of things, which is 
contrary to God, but that we shall be 
“transformed” (v. 2). This transforma- 
tion is to come by the renewing, or 
making new, of our minds. In order 
words, we are to have that mind which 
is in Christ (Phil. 2:5). 

ve 

Consecration will have a definite re- 
sult, or effect. When we have yielded 
all to Christ and turned away from the 
self-will and self-life of this age, and 
have a renewed, transformed mind, then, 
and only then, shall we be able to dis- 
cern God’s will (v. 2). This is what 


-Paul calls elsewhere having the “eyes of 


your understanding” enlightened. (Eph. 
1:18). God wants us to know and in- 


— 








—_— 














Lesson for October 1 


tends that we shall know his will. But 
he cannot reveal it to us if we will not 
meet his simple plan for having our 
spiritual discernment sharpened. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
vg 


In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, ds well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The ae School Times. 











SEPTEMBER is 
SUMMER 
down by the SEA 


Summer is having a lot of fun 
this month at Chalfonte-Haddon 
Hall—and so will you. Mid- 
season crowds have vanished, 
but beach life, sailing and fish- 
ing parties are still very much 
in the cycle of things. id 

Discerning people choose this 
as the prime time for a seaside 
sojourn at these friendly beach- 
front hotels. If you've been 
summering in the mountains, a 
breath of salt air will seem espe- 
cially good. An ideal spot for a 
late vacation. Music and varied 
entertainments. Superb food. 
Restricted clientele. 


* Write for new color folder 


LEEDS AND LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


CHALFONTE- 
HADDON HALL 


On the Boardwalk 
ATLANTIC CITY 
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Children at Home 











Sample, Please 
By Frederick Hall : 


os R. HARMON.” 

He stopped his lawn mower, when 
he saw Janice coming toward him, for 
they were not only neighbors, they were 
great friends and often visited together. 

“Is there something I can do for you?” 
he asked. 

“I think so.” ‘She looked up at him 
seriously. “Where you work they make 
electricity, don’t they? Well, we are 
going to study about it in our school. 
Do you think you could get me a sam- 
ple —a little sample, to show to the 
other children? . If it’s not. too much 
trouble,” she added. 

Mr, Harmon nodded gravely. 

“This was Dick’s idea—that you 
should ask me?.. Yes, I thought so.” 

Her brother Dick, he suspected, had 
been trying to play a joke on Janice, 
but he did not-say so—he and Dick 
were good friends, too. 

“Well—” He walked over to the 
shade of the big oak and Janice fol- 
lowed him. “I like to do things for 
you and Dick, but this is something 
that I can’t do.” 

This was rather astonishing, but she 
could see that. Mr. Harmon was not jok- 


‘ ing. They sat down together with their 


backs against the tree. 

“What can you tell me about electric- 
ity?” he asked. 

“It makes lights—flashlights, and 
other lights.” 

“What else?” 

“It makes ‘some automobiles go — and 
some boats and trolleys; and I’ve heard 
about ’lectrified trains — not toy trains, 
you know, big ones. Oh, yes, and fans.” 
’“And washing machines, and refrig- 
erators, and mowers, and choppers, and 
heaters, and clippers, and curlers, and 
shavers —” 

Mr. Harmon rattled off a whole string 
of names, half of which Janice had never 
heard before. 

“Is—is that all?” she gasped. 

“Oh, my, no! That is only the be- 
ginning. Suppose I said, Janice, I want 
a sample of goodness, to take down and 
show to the men in the office.’” 

Janice found she had no answer, ex- 
cepting to laugh. 

“But it’s everywhere, just like elec- 
tricity, all over the world—more in 
some places, of course, than in others. 
It feeds hungry people, cures sick peo- 
ple, comforts troubled people. But you 
can’t see it—eveh with a miscroscope.” 

It was all puzzling and wonderful, but 
true —as Janice could see for herself. 

“And hope, and politeness, and pa- 
tience,” hé went. on, “and—oh, a great 


2,000,000 Jews 


gathe. ed in New York make it the largest Jewi* 
mission field in the world. The New York lewish 
Evangelization Foriety ,Incs, founded in 1908 ly 
the saintly Dr. THOMAS MM. CHALMERS, i 
striving zealously to reach them. Its manifold 
ministry includes the care of Hebrew-Christian 
refugees from Europe. This faith work is dependent 
uped your cooperation by . and prayer. 

Subscribe for our month *‘Jewish Mission- 
ary Magazine,’’ $1.00 per annum. Sample copy 
rocents. Write 


Rev. Frederick A. Aston 
Director New York Jewish Evangelization Society 
56 


Second Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


















JAS CARDS 

Earnextramoney dailyshowinglovely 
ee itt Christmas sae Garde. Get easy orders 
“from friends, others. Complete line Box As- 
sortments, lowas25cto you. Personal Christ- 

rds, with name, at low prices. You 
make big profits, eas anion. No experience 
necessary. Spare or full ime rite fo OU aT ies on Free 
Offer at once. WA Cy ae HERS, 
Dept. 291, 160 N. en alee. Mass. 
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WHEN TIRED HANDS 
put aside the tools 


A lifetime of industry and work deserves retirement 
years of peace and contentment free from financial 
worries. Protect your future. 


The Salvation Army's Income Gift Diane (Annuity) 
guarantees you a safe permanent income for life, 
large interest yield. 

Income and inheritance tax reduction features. 
Back of each Income Gift Contract (Annuity! are the 
entire resources of the Salvation Army and the re- 
ligieusly inspired integrity which has built a spotless 
75-year record of financial responsibility. 


TKE SALVATION ARMY, Central Territory Hdors. 
719 N. STATE ST. CHICAGO, ILL. 
The Salvation Army, Extension Department 
111 W. Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. 

Please mail me, without obligation, investment 
particulors and testimonials regarding Income Gift 
Contract (Annuity). gsr 9-16 


Kindly give your Birth Date --------:---------- 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 
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For the Fourth Quarter 
Lessons on Matthew 


CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ 


NEW TESTAMENT 


Enjoy the fullest interpretation in studying 
and teaching by using this CHRISTIAN 
WORKERS’ NEW TESTAMENT which is in- 
dexed and marked by red underlines on the 16 
subjects connected with the THEME OF SAL- 
VATION, This fine-quality Testament, 334” 
x 4%", with its clear, readable, black-faced 
type puts 1,500 texts at your fingertips. Since 
you must see this wonderful Testament to ap- 
preciate its usefulness, we will send you either 
of the styles shown below, postpaid, per the 
coupon, If you are not thoroughly satisfied, 
you may return your copy within 5 days and 
your money will be refunded. 


Bound in Flexible Kraft, round corners, 
HOG OME 2 tt te ee wes $1.00 
Bound in fine French Morocco, divinity 
cleouciyte (over-lapping covers) genuine 
gold leaf edges $1.50 
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many things that can’t be handled, or 
wrapped in packages, or bought in any 
store, but are very important.” 

“Maybe —” said Janice. “Maybe the 
things we can’t see are the most im- 
portant of all.” 

Mr. Harmon nodded thoughtfully. 

“T have a little Book that tells about 
that; I’ll see if I can find the place for 
you.” 

He took from his inside pocket a little 
black book with red edges, a book Janice 
had often seen him reading. He turned 
its leaves slowly. 

“Yes,” he said at last, “I’ve found it.” 
Then he read: “ ‘The things which are 
seen are temporal; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.’” 

“What does ‘temporal’ mean?” Janice 
asked him. 

“It isn’t an easy verse,” he admitted, 
“but it’s good to learn such verses, be- 
cause we keep thinking about them, and 
by and by we understand more. “Tem- 
poral?’ Well, the whole verse [2 Cor. 
4:18], I think, means something like this: 
‘The things we can see do not last (trees, 
stones, even mountains don’t last); but 
the things that we cannot see — they 
last always.” 

“It’s been a nice talk, hasn’t it?” said 
Janice, 

“A very nice talk,” Mr. Harmon agreed. 
“When you think I can do something for 
you, come over and see me again some 
time.” 

Berea, Ky. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 25 to October 1 


Mon.—Matthew 2:1-12. The Infant King. 
PRAYER SucGcestTions: “The star... 
came and stood over where the young 
child was.” Christ was King when he 
was in his cradle, just as certainly as 
when he pulled down with his wounded 
hands the pillars of: Satan’s kingdom at 
Calvary, or when he went up with the 
voice of triumph. -His advent at Beth- 
lehem brought the dawn of hope for 
mankind; the secend coming will ful- 
fill the promises concerning his king- 
ship.. “Behold your king!” Pray for 
every faithful steward whose gifts of 
love, backed by prayer, bless the Church. 


Tues.—Matthew 2:13-18. The Flight into Egypt. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Flee!” Flight 
from threatening peril is not‘always the 
will of God. Our Lord, and Paul, went 
back into danger to finish their Scrip- 
tural labors. But there is a time to 
run away. God’s- Word decides - this 
problem. “When they persecute you in 
this city, flee ye into another” (Matt. 
10:23). Spend no time banging away 
at God-locked doors. Pray for all per- 
secuted Christians. 


Wed.—Matthew 2:19-23, 
The Return to Nazareth. 
PrayeR Succestions: “Called a Naz- 
arene.” One meaning of the name Naz- 
areth is “brushwood.” Judeans. called 
Christ by this nickname so: as to spoil, 
if possible, his words and works. . They 
said, “Can there any good thing come 
out of Nazareth? [the brushwood coun- 
try].”. Nicknames-intended to harm your 
influence may become steppingstones 
to greater service for God. Pray for 
Christians who are forgetting Romans 
8:28. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 11:1-9. The King of Peace. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The wolf also 
shall dwell with the lamb.” Now the 
lamb sometimes lies down in the wolf; 
but in Christ’s coming kingdom it shall 
lie down with the wolf. Regeneration 
of animal and human natures by Christ 
Jesus our Lord will make peace on earth 
a glorious actuality. Utopia? No! But 
not to see this as the ultimate purnose 
of God for this earth is spiritual myopia. 
Pray for all Christians who “despise 
prophesyings” (1 Thess. 5:20). 
Fri.—John 1:11-28. 

How the King Was Received. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “His own received 
him not.” Suffering rejection at the 
hands of our own is a bitter cup. Our 
Lord drained the dregs of this potion. 
If you are wounded in the house of your 
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friends rejoice,-and commit the. keep- 
ing of your soul in well doing to your 
faithful Creator. In this way you. will 
find happiness in discouragement; . and 
glory in your gloom. Pray for all: per- 
secuted Christians. ’ 
Sat.—Jeremiah 31:15-20. 
Blessings Promised with the King. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “There. is hope 
in thine end, saith the Lord.”. Israel’s 
night of sorrow will give way to a morn- 
ing of joy. So will yours, sorrowing one. 
The Lord often blesses after trial. Tear- 
ful sowings end in happy harvests. 
Stormy careers close in a blaze of sun- 
set glory. God’s best blessings are re- 
served for the latter days. . Pray for 
Christians grieving over what should be 
their joy and rejoicing. 
Sun.—Isaiah 9:1-7. The Reign of the King. 

PRAYER SuccEsTions: “The increase of 
his government and peace.” Man in his 
unregenerate state is incapable of hu- 
man government. Apart from morality- 
restoring revivals, which have saved the 
world again and again from its own cor- 
ruptions, government would have: per- 
ished from the earth, and peace departed 
forever. Human governments disinte- 
grate; but Christ’s “government | and 
peace” shall increase. Pray for the com- 
ing of the King. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.15—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

45 cents—One or more copies to 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 
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